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a word about it between the supposed time of
its taking place and the moment when, according
to his account, he chose to " release it." That
a powerful King would have confided such a
vital State secret to a lad is even less credible
than the story of the plot itself, or the likelihood
of the boy and the man remaining completely
silent about it for half a lifetime, during years
when the news would have been of vital import-
ance. However, the times were fanatical. Almost
anything was believed by one side against the
other. William was astute and he got away
with it. The Protestant side of Europe affected
to believe the story, which you will now see
solemnly repeated in most of our textbooks;
and that comic nickname " The Silent " remains
attached to William, and will presumably always
so remain.
This William " the Silent" being the wealth-
iest and the most important subject in the
Netherlands was tempted to take the lead in
rebellion against the lawful Government of those
countries.
The lawful Government was that of Philip II
of Spain. There was nothing unnatural or odd
about the King of Spain being thus also mon-
arch of a district which is to-day divided into
Holland and Belgium. Political power over